
Introduction

The Glass Castle Lesson Plans are designed to explore the themes, characters, and

literary devices within Jeannette Walls' memoir. This lesson plan aims to engage

students in discussions about resilience, poverty, and family dynamics while

improving their English language skills. By delving into the captivating story of

Walls' unconventional upbringing, students will have the opportunity to expand

their vocabulary, enhance their reading and writing abilities, and develop critical

thinking skills. The memoir provides a rich context for language learning, making it

an ideal topic for ESL students to explore.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Memoir
An autobiographical account of personal experiences, feelings, and

reflections.

Resilience
The ability to recover from difficult situations and adapt positively to

challenges.

Unconventional Not based on or conforming to what is generally done or believed.

Poverty
The state of being extremely poor, lacking the means to provide for basic

needs.

Dysfunctional
Not operating normally or properly; characterized by a lack of harmony or

stability.

Contextual Usage



1. The memoir 'The Glass Castle' provides a poignant insight into the author's

resilience in overcoming adversity.

2. Jeannette Walls' unconventional upbringing is a central theme in the memoir,

showcasing her family's unique lifestyle.

3. The narrative sheds light on the challenges of poverty and its impact on the

characters' lives.

4. The dysfunctional family dynamics portrayed in the memoir offer a thought-

provoking exploration of human relationships.

5. Walls' memoir serves as an inspiring example of resilience in the face of

hardship.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the lesson on 'The Glass Castle', start with a thought-provoking question

related to resilience and overcoming challenges. For example, ask students to share

a personal experience where they had to demonstrate resilience in the face of

adversity. This will not only capture their attention but also set the tone for

discussing the themes present in the memoir. Encouraging students to use

language elements such as describing emotions, narrating events, and expressing

opinions will help them engage with the topic and prepare for further exploration of

the lesson.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Word Collage

To reinforce the understanding of key terms from the memoir, divide the class into

small groups and provide each group with a set of vocabulary words related to the

themes in 'The Glass Castle'. Instruct them to create a word collage using the words

provided, along with images or symbols that represent each word. After completion,



encourage each group to present their collages, explaining the significance of each

word and its connection to the memoir.

Listening Activity: Character Interviews

Assign each student a character from the memoir and ask them to prepare a set of

interview questions based on that character's experiences and personality.

Students will then pair up and take turns role-playing as both interviewer and

character, asking and answering the prepared questions. This activity not only

enhances listening skills but also encourages students to think critically about the

characters in 'The Glass Castle'.

Reading and Writing Activity: Reflective

Journaling

After reading a specific chapter or section of the memoir, have students reflect on

the events or themes discussed. Encourage them to write journal entries from the

perspective of one of the characters or write their personal reflections on how they

would react in similar situations. This activity promotes both reading

comprehension and writing skills while fostering empathy towards the characters'

experiences.

Roleplay Activity: Family Dynamics Skit

Divide students into groups and assign each group a scenario depicting a

dysfunctional family dynamic similar to those portrayed in 'The Glass Castle'.

Students will then create short skits based on their assigned scenarios,

incorporating dialogue that reflects family interactions. This hands-on exercise

allows students to delve deeper into understanding complex relationships while

practicing language elements through role-play.

ESL Homework Assignment



For homework, students are tasked with writing a reflective essay on a theme or

character from 'The Glass Castle'. They should analyze and discuss the impact of

the chosen theme or character on the overall narrative. Additionally, students are

encouraged to include personal insights and connections to the themes explored in

the memoir. This assignment reinforces reading comprehension, critical thinking,

and writing skills while fostering a deeper understanding of the lesson content.

Conclusion

Summary

Throughout this lesson, students have delved into the themes of resilience, poverty,

and family dynamics as portrayed in 'The Glass Castle'. They have expanded their

vocabulary, honed their reading and writing skills, and engaged in critical

discussions about the memoir's content.

Reflection

As students reflect on this lesson, they are encouraged to consider how the themes

and characters in 'The Glass Castle' have contributed to their language

development. By analyzing complex topics and expressing their thoughts

effectively, students can apply these skills to further enhance their English

language proficiency.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

The Glass Castle Lesson Plans offer a rich and engaging platform for ESL learning

due to its compelling narrative, thought-provoking themes, and diverse vocabulary.



The memoir provides ample opportunities for students to explore complex

emotions, family dynamics, and societal issues, thereby enhancing their language

skills through meaningful discussions and reflective activities. Additionally, the

relatable nature of the story allows students to connect with the characters and

themes on a personal level, fostering a deeper understanding of language usage

and cultural context.


