Introduction

The Great Gatsby ESL Lesson Plan introduces students to the classic novel by F.
Scott Fitzgerald, providing an opportunity to explore American literature and culture
while improving English language skills. This lesson plan aims to engage students in
discussions about themes, characters, and plot points from the novel, enhancing
their vocabulary and reading comprehension. By delving into the captivating story
of Jay Gatsby and the roaring 1920s, students can develop their language abilities
while gaining insights into historical and social aspects of American society.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition
Roaring A term used to describe the 1920s, characterized by economic prosperity,
Twenties cultural dynamism, and vibrant social change.

. The illegal business of transporting and selling alcoholic beverages during
Bootlegging the Prohibition era.

A fashionable young woman in the 1920s known for her unconventional

Flapper

behavior, such as wearing short skirts and bobbed hair.

Characterized by vulgar or pretentious display; designed to impress or

Ostentatious attract notice.

Ephemeral Lasting for a very short time; transient.

Contextual Usage



1. The novel portrays the extravagant parties and lavish lifestyles that were
emblematic of the Roaring Twenties.

2. Jay Gatsby's involvement in bootlegging reflects the underground activities that
thrived during Prohibition.

3. Daisy Buchanan is depicted as a quintessential flapper, embracing the liberated
spirit of the era.

4. Gatsby's ostentatious displays of wealth are contrasted with his inner longing
for love and acceptance.

5. The ephemeral nature of Gatsby's happiness is a central theme in the novel,
highlighting the fleeting nature of success and joy.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To set the stage for the lesson, start with a fun and interactive activity. Begin by
displaying images or videos of the 1920s, showcasing the fashion, music, and
lifestyle of the era. Encourage students to describe what they see using adjectives
related to luxury, glamour, and excitement. This will not only pique their interest in
the historical context of The Great Gatsby but also introduce them to relevant
vocabulary. You can also play jazz music in the background to create an immersive
atmosphere. After this visual and auditory experience, initiate a brief discussion
about their initial impressions and associations with the time period, fostering
curiosity about the upcoming lesson.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: "Gatsby's Glossary"

To deepen understanding of the novel's vocabulary, create a word wall with key
terms from The Great Gatsby. Divide the class into small groups and assign each
group a set of words to define and illustrate. Encourage them to use context from
the book or their own interpretations. Afterward, have each group present their



chosen words to the class, explaining their definitions and reasoning behind the
illustrations.

Listening Exercise: "Jazz Age Jukebox"

Compile a playlist of jazz music from the 1920s and play snippets of different songs.
Ask students to jot down their feelings, emotions, or any imagery that comes to
mind while listening. Follow this with a discussion on how the music reflects the
spirit of the era and its relevance to The Great Gatsby.

Roleplay Activity: "Gatsby's Gala"

Organize a roleplay activity where students take on the personas of characters from
the novel and interact in a social setting reminiscent of Gatsby's extravagant
parties. This immersive experience will allow them to embody the language,
mannerisms, and attitudes of characters while engaging in spontaneous
conversations.

Reading and Writing Task: "Character
Correspondence”

Assign each student a character from The Great Gatsby and have them write a
letter from that character's perspective to another character in the story. This
exercise encourages students to delve into the personalities and motivations of the
characters while practicing written expression. After completing their letters, they
can share and discuss their insights as a class.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students can choose one of the following tasks to reinforce their
understanding of The Great Gatsby:
1. Write a journal entry from the perspective of one of the characters, reflecting on



a key event from the novel and expressing their emotions and thoughts.

2. Research and create a presentation on the societal norms and cultural trends of
the 1920s, drawing connections to events and themes in The Great Gatsby.

3. Compose a short story set in the 1920s, incorporating vocabulary and elements
characteristic of the era.

These assignments will encourage students to delve deeper into the themes,
language, and historical context of the novel while honing their language skills
outside the classroom.

Conclusion

Key Points Summary

Throughout this lesson, we explored the captivating world of The Great Gatsby,
delving into the themes, vocabulary, and historical context of the novel. From the
extravagant parties of the Roaring Twenties to the complex characters and their
relationships, students gained insights into both the language and culture of this
iconic period in American history.

Reflection and Application

As you reflect on this lesson, consider how immersing yourself in the language and
setting of The Great Gatsby can enhance your English skills. The vocabulary,
expressions, and cultural references encountered in this lesson provide a rich
foundation for expanding your language development. By understanding the
nuances of language within a historical context, you can further refine your English
proficiency while gaining a deeper appreciation for literature and culture.

Why this topic is great for ESL
learning



Engaging and Relevant Content

The Great Gatsby ESL Lesson Plan offers a captivating and relevant topic for ESL
learning. The novel's exploration of themes such as love, wealth, and the pursuit of
the American Dream resonates with students of all backgrounds, making it an
engaging choice for language development.

Cultural and Historical Context

By immersing students in the world of The Great Gatsby, this lesson plan provides a
unique opportunity to explore American culture and history. Through discussions on
the Roaring Twenties, Prohibition, and societal norms of the time, students gain
insights into the context in which the novel is set, expanding their cultural
knowledge alongside their language skills.

Vocabulary Expansion

The Great Gatsby is rich in descriptive language and vocabulary that can greatly
benefit ESL learners. From words related to luxury and opulence to expressions
used in 1920s America, students can expand their vocabulary repertoire while
exploring the nuances of language within a specific historical period.

Critical Thinking and Analysis

Analyzing characters, themes, and plot points in The Great Gatsby encourages
critical thinking skills among ESL learners. By examining motivations, making
connections between events, and discussing moral dilemmas presented in the
novel, students develop their ability to analyze literature while honing their
language proficiency.

Overall, The Great Gatsby ESL Lesson Plan provides an immersive experience that



combines language learning with cultural exploration and critical thinking. It offers
a dynamic platform for ESL learners to enhance their English skills while gaining a
deeper understanding of American literature and history.



