Introduction

The Great Gatsby Lesson Plans are an essential part of any ESL curriculum, offering
students the opportunity to explore classic literature while improving their language
skills. Focusing on F. Scott Fitzgerald's iconic novel, these lesson plans provide a
rich and engaging platform for language learning. The themes, characters, and
settings in The Great Gatsby offer a wealth of vocabulary and language structures
for students to explore, making it an ideal subject for ESL lessons. Through this
topic, students can enhance their reading, writing, listening, and speaking abilities
while delving into the captivating world of 1920s America.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab
Vocab Definition
Roaring Refers to the 1920s in the United States, characterized by economic
Twenties prosperity, cultural dynamism, and vibrant social change.
- The illegal business of transporting alcoholic beverages during the
Bootlegging Prohibition era.
Jazz Age A term used to describe the period of time in the 1920s when jazz music
g and dance became popular.
Flabpber A fashionable young woman intent on enjoying herself and flouting
PP conventional standards of behavior.
Prohibition The nationwide constitutional ban on the production, importation,

transportation, and sale of alcoholic beverages from 1920 to 1933.

Contextual Usage



1. The novel is set during the Roaring Twenties, a time of great social change and
economic prosperity.

2. The characters in the story are involved in bootlegging, highlighting the impact
of Prohibition on society.

3. The Jazz Age is reflected in the lively parties and music scenes depicted
throughout the novel.

4. Daisy Buchanan is often seen as a representation of a flapper - a modern
woman challenging traditional norms.

5. The consequences of Prohibition play a significant role in shaping the
characters' actions and decisions throughout the story.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To set the stage for The Great Gatsby lesson, start with a fun and interactive
activity. Create a "Roaring Twenties" themed vocabulary race where students
compete to match 1920s slang terms (e.qg., "bee's knees," "cat's meow") with their
modern-day equivalents. This not only introduces students to the language
elements of the era but also sets an engaging tone for the lesson. Encourage
students to use descriptive adjectives and lively language as they participate in this
activity, mirroring the vibrant atmosphere of the Jazz Age depicted in the novel.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: "Gatsby's Glossary"

In this activity, students will create a glossary of 1920s slang terms and their
meanings. Divide the class into small groups and provide each group with a list of
slang words from the novel. Students will research and define the terms, then
present their findings to the class. This encourages collaborative learning and helps
students understand the language used in The Great Gatsby.



Listening Exercise: "Jazz Age Jukebox"

Create a playlist of jazz music from the 1920s and ask students to listen to selected
songs. Afterward, facilitate a discussion about how the music reflects the themes
and atmosphere of The Great Gatsby. This activity not only improves listening skills
but also provides insight into the cultural backdrop of the novel.

Roleplay Activity: "Gatsby's Party"

Organize a roleplay activity where students take on the personas of characters from
The Great Gatsby and interact at one of Gatsby's extravagant parties. Encourage
improvisation and dialogue that mirrors the language and social dynamics depicted
in the novel. This hands-on exercise promotes speaking skills and deepens
comprehension of character motivations.

Reading and Writing Task: "Character
Correspondence”

Ask students to write letters from one character to another, expressing their
thoughts, feelings, or reactions to key events in the story. This activity encourages
creative writing while reinforcing understanding of character perspectives and
motivations in The Great Gatsby. Students can then share their letters in pairs or
small groups for further discussion.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students will research and present on a modern-day equivalent of
the themes or characters in The Great Gatsby. This assignment encourages critical
thinking and application of the novel's concepts to contemporary society. Students
can choose to focus on topics such as wealth, social status, love, or ambition, and
present their findings in the next class.

Encourage students to draw parallels between the 1920s era depicted in the novel



and current societal trends, fostering a deeper understanding of the timeless
themes explored in The Great Gatsby.

Conclusion

Key Points Summary

Throughout the lesson, students delved into the vibrant world of The Great Gatsby,
exploring the themes, characters, and language of the 1920s. They engaged in
activities that enhanced their vocabulary, listening skills, and understanding of the
novel's cultural backdrop.

Reflection and Application

As students reflect on this lesson, they can recognize how immersing themselves in
a classic piece of literature like The Great Gatsby contributes to their language
development. They have not only expanded their vocabulary but also honed their
ability to analyze and interpret complex texts. This experience encourages them to
apply these skills to other literary works and real-life situations, fostering a deeper
appreciation for language and literature.

Why this topic is great for ESL
learning

The Great Gatsby Lesson Plans offer a multitude of benefits for ESL learning.

Engaging and Relevant Content

The topic of The Great Gatsby is captivating and relevant, capturing the attention of



ESL students. The themes of wealth, love, social status, and the pursuit of the
American Dream resonate with learners from diverse cultural backgrounds, making
it easier for them to connect with the material.

Rich Vocabulary and Language Structures

The novel provides a wealth of vocabulary and language structures for students to
explore. From 1920s slang to descriptive adjectives, students can expand their
vocabulary while immersing themselves in the language of the era. This exposure
to varied language elements enhances their overall language proficiency.

Cultural Understanding

Studying The Great Gatsby allows ESL students to gain insights into American
culture during the Roaring Twenties. They can explore social dynamics, historical
events, and cultural norms depicted in the novel. This cultural understanding
promotes cross-cultural communication skills and fosters a deeper appreciation for
different perspectives.

Critical Thinking and Analysis

Analyzing The Great Gatsby encourages critical thinking skills as students interpret
complex characters, themes, and symbols. They learn to analyze literary devices
such as foreshadowing, symbolism, and irony. These analytical skills are
transferable to other texts and real-life situations.

Overall, The Great Gatsby Lesson Plans provide an engaging platform for ESL
learners to develop their language skills while exploring timeless themes in
literature. It offers a unique blend of language acquisition, cultural understanding,
and critical thinking that enriches their overall language development journey.



