
Introduction

The Hound of the Baskervilles ESL Lesson Plan introduces students to the classic

mystery novel by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. This lesson plan aims to engage students

in English language learning through the captivating story of Sherlock Holmes and

Dr. Watson as they investigate the mysterious death of Sir Charles Baskerville. By

exploring the vocabulary, themes, and plot of this iconic novel, students will

enhance their language skills while enjoying a thrilling narrative.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Moor A tract of open uncultivated upland, often covered with heather.

Hound A dog, especially a breed used for hunting.

Manor A large country house with lands; the principal house of a landed estate.

Grim Forbidding or uninviting in aspect; stern or forbidding in action or appearance.

Inheritance Property that is or may be inherited; an estate that descends to an heir.

Contextual Usage

1. The moor stretched as far as the eye could see, its rugged terrain and wild

beauty captivating the visitors.

2. The hound bayed loudly as it chased after the scent of its prey through the



dense undergrowth.

3. The old manor stood imposingly at the top of the hill, overlooking the

surrounding countryside.

4. His grim expression and stern tone made it clear that he meant business.

5. The inheritance included not only the family estate but also valuable heirlooms

passed down through generations.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To set the tone for the lesson, start with a mysterious "whodunit" activity. Create a

scenario where a valuable item has gone missing from the classroom, and students

must work together to solve the mystery using clues written in English. Encourage

them to use descriptive language and critical thinking skills to unravel the puzzle,

mirroring the investigative nature of "The Hound of the Baskervilles." This engaging

warm-up activity will pique students' curiosity and prepare them for the intriguing

themes of the lesson.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Descriptive Writing

Encourage students to select a scene from the novel and describe it using the

vocabulary words learned. They can work in pairs to brainstorm descriptive phrases

and then share their writing with the class, promoting vocabulary retention and

creative expression.

Listening Exercise: Character Dialogue

Play an audio clip of a dialogue between characters from the story. Have students

listen for specific vocabulary words or phrases, then discuss the context and



meaning in pairs. This activity enhances listening skills and comprehension while

reinforcing key terms.

Roleplay: Investigative Skit

Divide students into groups and assign each group a scene from the novel. Instruct

them to create a short roleplay based on the scene, incorporating relevant

vocabulary and dialogue. This hands-on exercise encourages creativity,

collaboration, and deeper understanding of the text.

Reading and Writing: Plot Analysis

Provide excerpts from different chapters of the book and ask students to analyze

the plot development using the vocabulary words. Students can then discuss their

findings in groups, fostering critical thinking and language application.

ESL Homework Assignment

1. Task students with writing a short story or dialogue using the vocabulary words

learned in class, incorporating them naturally into the narrative.

2. Assign a listening task where students have to find and listen to an audio version

of a chapter from "The Hound of the Baskervilles" and identify the key vocabulary

used.

3. Encourage students to research and present on the moors, exploring its

significance in the novel and its real-world characteristics, promoting independent

learning and language application.

Conclusion

Summary



Throughout this lesson, students delved into the captivating world of "The Hound of

the Baskervilles," expanding their vocabulary and language skills while exploring

the themes and characters of this classic mystery novel.

Reflection

As students reflect on their learning, they can consider how the vocabulary and

language elements encountered in this lesson can be applied to their everyday

communication and writing. By engaging with the story and its language, students

have taken a significant step forward in their language development, honing their

abilities in descriptive writing, listening comprehension, and critical analysis.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

Engaging Content

The Hound of the Baskervilles ESL Lesson Plan offers engaging content that

captivates students' interest, making the learning process more enjoyable and

effective.

Rich Vocabulary

The topic provides a rich vocabulary that allows students to expand their language

skills and enhance their ability to express themselves effectively in English.


