
Introduction

The House of Mirth ESL Lesson Plan introduces students to the classic novel by

Edith Wharton, providing an opportunity to explore themes of social class, wealth,

and the consequences of societal expectations. This lesson plan aims to engage

students in discussions about the characters and their motivations while improving

their English language skills. By delving into the complexities of the novel, students

can enhance their vocabulary, reading comprehension, and critical thinking

abilities. The House of Mirth offers a rich learning experience for ESL students,

allowing them to analyze cultural nuances and develop a deeper understanding of

the English language through literature.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Social Class A division of a society based on social and economic status.

Wealth Disparity
The unequal distribution of assets and resources among individuals or

groups.

Societal

Expectations

The norms and standards that society imposes on individuals,

influencing their behavior and choices.

Character

Motivations

The reasons behind a character's actions, often driven by their desires,

fears, or circumstances.

Cultural Nuances
Subtle or specific aspects of a culture that may not be immediately

apparent to outsiders.

Contextual Usage



1. Social Class: In The House of Mirth, the protagonist Lily Bart navigates the

complexities of New York's high society, highlighting the impact of social class on

her relationships and opportunities.

2. Wealth Disparity: The novel portrays the stark contrast between the opulent

lifestyles of the wealthy elite and the struggles faced by those with limited financial

means.

3. Societal Expectations: Lily's choices are heavily influenced by societal

expectations regarding marriage, reputation, and social conduct.

4. Character Motivations: Understanding the character motivations in the

novel allows readers to empathize with their decisions and actions within the

context of their social environment.

5. Cultural Nuances: The House of Mirth delves into the cultural nuances of late

19th-century New York society, shedding light on its customs, traditions, and

unwritten rules.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To set the tone for the lesson, begin with a role-play activity where students take on

the personas of characters from The House of Mirth. Assign each student a

character and encourage them to interact in character, discussing social events,

relationships, and societal pressures. This activity not only captures students'

attention but also immerses them in the language elements and themes relevant to

the novel. It provides an engaging way for students to embody the characters and

gain insight into the social dynamics depicted in the story.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Word Association

Divide the class into small groups and provide each group with a list of vocabulary

words from the novel. Instruct them to brainstorm associations, synonyms, or



related words for each term. Encourage group discussions to explore the nuances of

the words and their relevance to the story. Afterward, each group presents their

associations to the class, promoting vocabulary retention and comprehension.

Listening Activity: Character Monologues

Assign each student a character from The House of Mirth and ask them to write a

monologue expressing their character's thoughts and emotions at a pivotal moment

in the story. Students then perform their monologues for the class, allowing others

to listen attentively and analyze the characters' perspectives. This activity

enhances listening skills while delving into character analysis and storytelling.

Roleplay Activity: Social Etiquette Scenarios

Present students with various social scenarios inspired by the novel's setting, such

as formal gatherings, conversations among high society members, or

confrontations involving societal expectations. In pairs, students role-play these

scenarios, embodying characters from different social backgrounds. This hands-on

exercise encourages students to use language in context while exploring social

dynamics and etiquette.

Reading and Writing Activity: Letter Writing

Task students with writing letters from one character to another, expressing their

innermost thoughts, desires, or frustrations. Encourage them to incorporate

vocabulary and themes from the novel while maintaining the tone and voice of their

assigned character. After completing the letters, students can exchange and read

each other's compositions before engaging in a discussion about the characters'

perspectives.

ESL Homework Assignment



For homework, students are tasked with writing a reflective journal entry from the

perspective of one of the characters in The House of Mirth. They should delve into

the character's emotions, motivations, and experiences, using vocabulary and

themes discussed in class. This assignment reinforces comprehension, encourages

creative expression, and allows students to further engage with the novel's themes

outside the classroom.

Conclusion

Key Points Summary

Throughout this ESL lesson plan on The House of Mirth, students have explored

themes of social class, wealth disparity, societal expectations, character

motivations, and cultural nuances. They have engaged in vocabulary building,

listening activities, role-play exercises, and writing tasks to deepen their

understanding of the novel and enhance their language skills.

Reflection and Application

As you reflect on this lesson, consider how analyzing literature can expand your

language development. Understanding the complexities of characters' emotions

and societal dynamics in English literature can enrich your language skills by

exposing you to diverse vocabulary, sentence structures, and cultural contexts.

Applying these insights to your language development can help you communicate

more effectively and express nuanced ideas in English.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning



The House of Mirth ESL Lesson Plan is an excellent topic for ESL learning due to its

rich literary content and thematic relevance. Here's why:

Engaging and Relevant

Exploring the social dynamics, character motivations, and cultural nuances

depicted in The House of Mirth captivates students' interest and encourages active

participation. The novel's themes of social class, wealth disparity, and societal

expectations resonate with learners as they navigate their own language

development in a globalized world.

Vocabulary Expansion

Studying The House of Mirth exposes students to a wide range of vocabulary

related to social interactions, emotions, and societal structures. Engaging with

these terms in context enhances their understanding and usage, expanding their

vocabulary repertoire and enabling them to express themselves more effectively.

Critical Thinking Skills

Analyzing the characters' motivations, decisions, and consequences in The House of

Mirth fosters critical thinking skills among ESL learners. They learn to evaluate

complex situations, make connections between cause and effect, and develop their

own interpretations of the text. These skills are transferable to real-life scenarios

where critical thinking is essential.

Cultural Awareness

The House of Mirth provides insights into the cultural norms and customs of late

19th-century New York society. By exploring these cultural nuances, ESL learners

gain a deeper understanding of English-speaking cultures while developing cross-



cultural awareness and sensitivity.

Incorporating The House of Mirth into ESL lessons not only enhances language skills

but also promotes cultural literacy, critical thinking abilities, and a love for

literature. It offers a comprehensive learning experience that goes beyond language

acquisition.


