
Introduction

The House on Mango Street ESL Lesson Plan introduces students to the acclaimed

novel by Sandra Cisneros, offering a rich opportunity to explore language, culture,

and identity. This lesson plan aims to engage students in discussions about themes

such as belonging, community, and self-expression. Through this topic, students

can enhance their vocabulary, reading comprehension, and critical thinking skills

while gaining insight into the experiences of the characters in the story. The House

on Mango Street provides a compelling context for language learning as it

encourages students to reflect on their own lives and express themselves

effectively in English.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Barrio
A Spanish word meaning neighborhood or district, often used to refer to a

Latino neighborhood.

Identity The qualities, beliefs, and expressions that make a person or group unique.

Assimilation The process of adapting to the culture and customs of a new environment.

Community
A group of people living in the same place or having a particular characteristic

in common.

Heritage
Traditions, beliefs, and practices that are passed down through generations

within a community.

Contextual Usage



1. The protagonist in The House on Mango Street grows up in a vibrant **barrio**

filled with colorful houses and friendly neighbors.

2. Esperanza's search for her **identity** is a central theme in the novel as she

navigates her cultural heritage and personal aspirations.

3. The challenges of **assimilation** are depicted through the experiences of

characters who strive to adapt to American society while preserving their roots.

4. The sense of **community** on Mango Street is portrayed through shared

celebrations and support among neighbors.

5. Esperanza's Mexican **heritage** influences her perspective on family,

traditions, and belonging in the novel.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the lesson on The House on Mango Street, start with a visual warm-up

activity. Show students images of different neighborhoods or communities, both

urban and suburban, and ask them to describe what they see using adjectives and

descriptive language. Encourage them to imagine themselves living in these places

and to consider how the environment might influence their daily lives. This activity

sets the tone for exploring the themes of community, identity, and belonging that

are central to the novel. It also provides an opportunity for students to practice

vocabulary related to neighborhoods and housing, laying the groundwork for

deeper engagement with the text.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Neighborhood Scavenger

Hunt

Divide the class into small groups and provide each group with a list of vocabulary

words related to neighborhoods and communities. Instruct the students to go on a

"scavenger hunt" around the school or local area to find real-life examples of the



words on their list. For example, they might take photos of a playground

(community), a colorful house (vibrant), or a street sign (intersection). After the

hunt, reconvene as a class to discuss their findings and how each word relates to

The House on Mango Street.

Listening Activity: Character Interviews

Select key characters from The House on Mango Street and create interview

questions that encourage students to think critically about the characters'

experiences, motivations, and emotions. Pair up the students and assign each pair

a character to embody. They will then conduct interviews with each other in

character, practicing active listening and responding authentically based on what

they know about their assigned character.

Roleplay Activity: Community Gathering

Ask students to imagine they are residents of Mango Street organizing a community

gathering. In small groups, have them brainstorm different roles they could play

(e.g., event organizer, performer, chef) and develop short roleplay scenarios based

on interactions that might occur at the event. Encourage creativity and

collaboration as they prepare their roleplay scenes.

Reading and Writing Activity: Letter from

Mango Street

In this activity, students will write a letter from the perspective of one of the

characters in The House on Mango Street. They should express their feelings about

living in Mango Street, share personal experiences, and reflect on their sense of

belonging in the community. After writing their letters, students can exchange and

read each other's letters before engaging in a group discussion about the different

perspectives represented.

ESL Homework Assignment



For homework, students are tasked with creating a visual representation of their

ideal neighborhood or community. They can use drawings, collages, or digital tools

to illustrate the key elements and characteristics they would want in their perfect

living environment. Alongside their visual representation, students should write a

short paragraph describing the features of their imagined community and how it

reflects their personal values and aspirations. This assignment reinforces the

vocabulary and themes explored in The House on Mango Street while encouraging

students to express their own perspectives on community and belonging.

Conclusion

Key Points

Throughout this ESL lesson plan on The House on Mango Street, students have

explored themes of community, identity, and belonging. They have expanded their

vocabulary related to neighborhoods and cultural heritage while engaging in

activities that foster listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills.

Reflection

As you reflect on this lesson, consider how the experiences of the characters in The

House on Mango Street parallel your own experiences. Think about how language is

used to express a sense of place and belonging. How can the vocabulary and

themes from this lesson be applied to your language development? Reflect on how

expressing personal experiences in English can enhance your language skills and

deepen your connection to the language.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning



The House on Mango Street ESL Lesson Plan is an excellent topic for ESL learning

due to its rich cultural and linguistic content. Here's why:

Cultural Exploration

The novel provides a window into the experiences of a young Latina girl growing up

in a diverse urban neighborhood. By exploring the themes of community, identity,

and heritage, students can gain a deeper understanding of different cultures and

perspectives, fostering empathy and cultural sensitivity.

Language Development

The House on Mango Street offers ample opportunities for vocabulary expansion

and language practice. Students can learn new words related to neighborhoods,

housing, and community while engaging in activities that enhance their listening,

speaking, reading, and writing skills. The novel's accessible language also makes it

suitable for learners at various proficiency levels.

Personal Connection

The themes explored in The House on Mango Street resonate with students' own

experiences of belonging and self-expression. By relating the characters' stories to

their own lives, students can develop their ability to express themselves effectively

in English and reflect on their own identities within a global context.

Overall, The House on Mango Street ESL Lesson Plan provides a captivating and

meaningful way for ESL learners to engage with language while exploring important

social and cultural topics.


