Introduction

The Hunchback of Notre Dame is a timeless classic that offers a rich and engaging
opportunity for ESL learners to explore various language skills. This ESL lesson plan
aims to introduce students to the captivating world of literature while enhancing
their vocabulary, reading, and comprehension abilities. By delving into the themes,
characters, and plot of The Hunchback of Notre Dame, students can develop a
deeper understanding of the English language in a culturally significant context.
This lesson plan provides an immersive experience that not only improves language
proficiency but also fosters an appreciation for literature and storytelling.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab
Vocab Definition
Cathedral A large and important church, especially the one in Paris called Notre Dame
Gargoyle A carved stone figure, often in the shape of a strange creature, on a building

Quasimodo The hunchbacked protagonist of The Hunchback of Notre Dame
Bell-ringer A person who rings the bells in a church tower

Sanctuary A place of refuge or safety; a sacred place

Contextual Usage

1. The cathedral stood tall and majestic, dominating the city skyline.



2. The gargoyle perched on the edge of the building, overlooking the bustling
streets below.

3. Quasimodo's physical deformity did not diminish his inner strength and
kindness.

4. The bell-ringer ascended the tower to begin his daily task.

5. The sanctuary provided solace for those seeking peace and spiritual comfort.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To set the stage for the lesson, start with a visual presentation of images depicting
the setting of The Hunchback of Notre Dame, such as the grand cathedral,
gargoyles, and Quasimodo. Engage students in a brief discussion about what they
see and encourage them to use descriptive language to express their thoughts and
feelings about the images. This activity not only captures students' attention but
also introduces key elements of the story, laying the foundation for the upcoming
lesson.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Descriptive Writing

Encourage students to select a scene from The Hunchback of Notre Dame and
describe it in detail using the vocabulary introduced earlier. This can be done
individually or in pairs. Afterward, facilitate a group discussion where students share
their descriptions and discuss the imagery used.

Listening Activity: Character Voices

Play audio clips or read aloud excerpts from the novel, portraying different
characters' voices and emotions. Ask students to identify the emotions conveyed



and discuss how tone and inflection contribute to understanding the characters'
personalities.

Roleplay Activity: Character Interaction

Assign each student a character from the story and have them engage in a roleplay
activity, interacting with other characters to create new dialogues or scenes. This
hands-on exercise encourages creativity and deeper comprehension of character
traits.

Reading and Writing Activity: Modern-Day
Adaptation

Task students with writing a short modern-day adaptation of a scene from The
Hunchback of Notre Dame, incorporating contemporary language and settings. This
activity promotes critical thinking and language application while reinforcing
understanding of the original text.

ESL Homework Assignment

1. Write a reflective essay discussing the themes and characters in The Hunchback
of Notre Dame, and how they relate to contemporary society.

2. Create a vocabulary journal, adding new words encountered in the novel and
using them in original sentences.

3. Research the history of Notre Dame Cathedral and its significance, then present
your findings to the class in the next session.

4. Compose a short creative piece inspired by a specific scene or character from the
novel, incorporating descriptive language and emotional depth.

Conclusion



Key Points Summary

Throughout this lesson, we explored the rich vocabulary and imagery found in The
Hunchback of Notre Dame, delved into character emotions through listening and
roleplay activities, and honed language skills through writing tasks.

Reflection and Application

Take a moment to reflect on how analyzing literature has expanded your language
abilities. Consider how the descriptive language, character interactions, and
thematic elements can be applied to your overall language development, both in
written and spoken English.

Why this topic is great for ESL
learning

The Hunchback of Notre Dame ESL Lesson Plan is an excellent topic for ESL learning
due to its numerous benefits for language development.

Cultural Significance

Exploring this classic literary work allows students to delve into the rich cultural
heritage of France and gain a deeper understanding of its history and architecture.
This exposure to different cultures enhances their global awareness and fosters
cross-cultural communication skills.

Vocabulary Expansion

The novel presents a wide range of descriptive vocabulary, enabling students to
expand their word bank and enhance their ability to express themselves with



precision and creativity. Through engaging activities, students can practice using
these new words in context, improving their overall language proficiency.

Reading Comprehension

Analyzing the plot, characters, and themes of The Hunchback of Notre Dame
challenges students' reading comprehension skills. By navigating complex
narratives and interpreting literary devices, students develop critical thinking
abilities that are transferable to other texts.

Emotional Engagement

The emotional depth of the story captivates students' interest and encourages
them to connect with the characters on a personal level. This emotional
engagement not only makes the learning experience more enjoyable but also
strengthens their empathy and understanding of human emotions.

Incorporating The Hunchback of Notre Dame into ESL lessons provides a unique
opportunity for students to explore language in a meaningful context while gaining
insights into literature, culture, and history.



