
Introduction

The Return of the Native ESL Lesson Plan introduces students to the classic novel

by Thomas Hardy, providing an opportunity to explore English literature while

improving language skills. This lesson plan aims to engage students in reading,

comprehension, and vocabulary building activities centered around the themes and

characters of the novel. By delving into this rich literary work, students can

enhance their language proficiency while gaining insights into cultural and historical

aspects of English society.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Heath
An extensive area of uncultivated land with characteristic vegetation, often

found in rural areas.

Egdon

Heath
The fictional setting of the novel, representing a wild and untamed landscape.

Melancholy A feeling of pensive sadness, typically with no obvious cause.

Tragedy
A dramatic work that presents the downfall of a dignified character or

characters who are involved in historically or socially significant events.

Fate
The development of events beyond a person's control, regarded as

determined by a supernatural power.

Contextual Usage



1. The heath stretched as far as the eye could see, its rugged beauty captivating

the characters in The Return of the Native.

2. Egdon Heath, with its desolate charm, serves as a central element in setting

the mood for the novel.

3. The melancholy atmosphere of Egdon Heath mirrors the emotional struggles

of the characters.

4. The novel is a powerful tragedy that unfolds amidst the backdrop of Egdon

Heath.

5. Fate plays a significant role in shaping the lives and decisions of the characters

in The Return of the Native.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To set the tone for the lesson, start with a captivating warm-up activity. Begin by

displaying images of different landscapes, including rural areas, cities, and coastal

regions. Ask students to describe the emotions and moods each image evokes.

Encourage them to use descriptive language to express their thoughts. This activity

not only engages students but also introduces them to the concept of setting and

mood, which are essential elements in The Return of the Native.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Descriptive Writing

In this activity, students will select a setting from The Return of the Native and write

a descriptive paragraph using the vocabulary learned. Encourage them to focus on

portraying the mood and atmosphere of the chosen setting. Afterward, students can

share their paragraphs in pairs or small groups, fostering discussion and peer

feedback.



Listening Activity: Character Analysis

Provide audio clips or read aloud passages that introduce different characters from

the novel. Students will listen and take notes on the traits, emotions, and

motivations of each character. Following this, facilitate a group discussion where

students compare their observations and interpretations.

Roleplay: Conflict Resolution

Assign students roles of characters in conflict from The Return of the Native.

Encourage them to create dialogues that demonstrate attempts at resolving their

differences. This interactive roleplay activity allows students to delve into the

characters' perspectives while practicing language expression in context.

Reading and Writing: Symbolism Exploration

Select significant symbols from the novel such as Egdon Heath or specific objects.

Have students research and write short essays exploring the symbolic meanings

behind these elements. This activity promotes critical thinking, research skills, and

written expression while reinforcing comprehension of literary devices.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are tasked with writing a character analysis of one of the

key figures in The Return of the Native. They should delve into the character's

traits, motivations, and role within the novel, using evidence from the text to

support their analysis. Additionally, students are encouraged to research and write

a short reflection on the significance of the novel's setting, Egdon Heath, in shaping

the narrative and characters' experiences. This assignment reinforces

comprehension and critical thinking skills while fostering independent research and

written expression.



Conclusion

Summary

Throughout this lesson, students have explored the themes, characters, and setting

of The Return of the Native, enhancing their vocabulary and comprehension skills

while delving into the world of English literature.

Reflection

As students reflect on this lesson, they can consider how analyzing characters and

settings in a novel can deepen their understanding of language usage and literary

devices. By engaging with classic literature, students can expand their language

proficiency and cultural awareness, laying a strong foundation for their language

development.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

The Return of the Native ESL Lesson Plan is an excellent topic for ESL learning due

to its numerous benefits for language development.

Engaging Content

The novel's captivating storyline and rich characters provide students with an

engaging and immersive learning experience. This helps to maintain their interest

and motivation throughout the lesson.

Cultural and Historical Insights



Exploring The Return of the Native allows students to gain insights into English

culture and history. They can learn about the social dynamics, traditions, and values

of 19th-century England, broadening their understanding of different cultures.

Language Proficiency Enhancement

Studying a classic literary work like The Return of the Native exposes students to

advanced vocabulary, idiomatic expressions, and complex sentence structures. This

exposure helps expand their language proficiency and improves their reading,

writing, listening, and speaking skills.

Critical Thinking Skills

Analyzing characters, themes, and settings in The Return of the Native encourages

students to think critically and develop their analytical skills. They learn to interpret

text, make connections between ideas, and express their thoughts effectively.

Overall, The Return of the Native ESL Lesson Plan offers a comprehensive learning

experience that combines language development with cultural understanding and

critical thinking skills. It is an ideal topic for ESL learners seeking a well-rounded

educational experience.


