
Introduction

The Runaway Jury ESL Lesson Plan revolves around the theme of legal vocabulary

and courtroom drama, making it an engaging and relevant topic for ESL learners.

This lesson plan aims to familiarize students with legal terms, improve their

language skills through reading and discussion, and enhance their understanding of

the judicial system. By delving into the world of legal jargon and courtroom

dynamics, students can expand their vocabulary, practice language functions

related to persuasion and argumentation, and gain insights into the legal process.

The subject matter not only offers linguistic benefits but also provides a glimpse

into an important aspect of society, making it a valuable addition to ESL learning.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Plaintiff A person who brings a case against another in a court of law.

Defendant An individual or entity being sued or accused in a court of law.

Verdict The decision made by a jury in a trial.

Testimony Statements given by witnesses under oath in a court proceeding.

Cross-examination The questioning of a witness by the opposing party's attorney.

Contextual Usage



1. The plaintiff alleged that the defendant breached the contract.

2. The verdict was reached after hours of deliberation.

3. The witness provided compelling testimony during the trial.

4. The defense attorney conducted a rigorous cross-examination of the witness to

challenge her credibility.

5. The defendant's testimony raised doubts about his involvement in the crime.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the lesson on The Runaway Jury, start with a role-play activity where

students take on the roles of lawyers, plaintiffs, defendants, and jurors. Provide

them with a brief scenario or case and encourage them to use legal vocabulary and

expressions they have learned. This will not only capture their attention but also set

the tone for the legal-themed lesson. For example, students can engage in a mock

trial where they present arguments, cross-examine witnesses, and deliver a verdict

based on the evidence presented. This interactive warm-up activity will immerse

students in the world of courtroom proceedings and prepare them for the upcoming

lesson.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Legal Terminology Match-

Up

Divide the class into pairs or small groups and provide each group with a set of

cards containing legal terms and their definitions. Instruct the students to match

the terms with their corresponding definitions. Encourage discussions within the

groups to ensure comprehension and accuracy.

Listening Exercise: Courtroom Testimonies



Play recorded or scripted courtroom testimonies for the students. After listening,

have them discuss the key points, vocabulary used, and their understanding of the

testimonies in pairs or small groups. Then, as a class, engage in a discussion about

the challenges faced by non-native English speakers when dealing with legal

language.

Roleplay: Mock Trial

Assign roles to students such as lawyers, witnesses, jurors, and defendants. Provide

them with a case scenario and allow time for preparation. Students can then

engage in a mock trial where they use legal vocabulary and practice persuasive

language in a realistic setting. Encourage group discussions during preparation and

after the trial.

Reading and Writing: Case Analysis

Provide students with a simplified legal case to read and analyze. In pairs or small

groups, have them discuss the facts of the case, identify key legal terms, and write

a summary of their analysis. This activity will enhance reading comprehension while

reinforcing vocabulary related to legal proceedings.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are tasked with researching and preparing a short

presentation on a famous legal case. They should focus on the key events, legal

terminology used, and the outcome of the case. This assignment reinforces the

lesson content by encouraging students to delve deeper into legal vocabulary and

concepts while practicing their speaking and presentation skills. Additionally, they

can be asked to write a brief summary of the case in their own words to further

reinforce their understanding of legal proceedings.



Conclusion

Key Points Summary

Throughout this ESL lesson on The Runaway Jury, students have explored essential

legal vocabulary, engaged in listening exercises related to courtroom testimonies,

participated in a captivating mock trial roleplay, and analyzed a simplified legal

case. These activities have provided a comprehensive understanding of legal

language and courtroom procedures.

Reflection and Application

As students reflect on this lesson, they can recognize the practical application of

legal vocabulary and language functions in real-life scenarios. Understanding legal

terminology and the dynamics of courtroom interactions not only enhances their

language development but also equips them with valuable knowledge that may be

useful in various professional and academic contexts.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

Relevance to Real-life Situations

The Runaway Jury ESL Lesson Plan offers a great topic for ESL learning as it

provides students with insights into real-life legal scenarios, thereby making the

language learning experience more practical and applicable to everyday situations.

Expanding Vocabulary and Language Functions



Exploring legal terminology and courtroom dynamics not only expands students'

vocabulary but also allows them to practice language functions such as persuasion,

argumentation, and formal communication, which are valuable skills in both

academic and professional settings.


