
Introduction

The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde is a compelling topic for an ESL lesson

plan as it offers a rich literary context for language learning. This classic novella by

Robert Louis Stevenson provides an engaging platform for students to explore

vocabulary, comprehension, and critical thinking skills. The themes of duality,

morality, and human nature in the story offer ample opportunities for students to

delve into complex language concepts while also gaining insight into the nuances of

English literature. By delving into this intriguing tale, students can enhance their

language proficiency while also developing a deeper appreciation for literature.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

duality The quality or condition of being dual, twofold, or double.

morality
Principles concerning the distinction between right and wrong or good and

bad behavior.

human nature
The general psychological characteristics, feelings, and behavioral traits of

humankind.

alter ego A person's secondary or alternative personality.

transformation A marked change in form, nature, or appearance.

Contextual Usage



1. The novella explores the **duality** of human nature through the characters

of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.

2. The story raises questions about **morality** and the consequences of one's

actions.

3. Stevenson delves into the depths of **human nature** through his portrayal of

the characters' inner struggles.

4. Dr. Jekyll's **alter ego**, Mr. Hyde, represents his darker side that he tries to

keep hidden from society.

5. The **transformation** from Jekyll to Hyde is a pivotal moment in the

narrative, symbolizing a profound change in character.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To set the stage for the lesson, start with a role-playing activity where students take

on the personas of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. Encourage them to use language

elements relevant to the novella, such as formal and informal speech patterns, to

engage in a dialogue that reflects the characters' inner conflict. This interactive

warm-up will not only capture students' attention but also immerse them in the

thematic elements of the story, preparing them for deeper exploration.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Character Analysis

In this activity, students will work in pairs to create a list of descriptive vocabulary

for the characters of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. They will then engage in a group

discussion to compare and contrast their chosen words, fostering a deeper

understanding of the characters' traits and motivations.

Reading and Writing: Journal Reflection



After reading a specific chapter or section of the novella, students will individually

write journal reflections from the perspective of either Dr. Jekyll or Mr. Hyde. This

exercise encourages creative expression while reinforcing comprehension of the

characters' internal struggles.

Roleplay: Debate on Morality

Divide the class into two groups, with one group representing Dr. Jekyll's

perspective and the other representing Mr. Hyde's viewpoint on morality. Students

will engage in a structured debate, using language elements from the novella to

defend their character's actions and moral beliefs.

Listening Comprehension: Audio Analysis

Provide an audio excerpt from an adaptation of "The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and

Mr. Hyde" for students to listen to. Afterward, facilitate a class discussion on how

the audio portrayal compares to their own interpretations from reading the text,

encouraging critical thinking and listening comprehension skills.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are tasked with writing a short creative piece that explores

the concept of duality in their own lives or in a fictional context. They should

incorporate vocabulary and language elements learned from the lesson to

demonstrate their understanding of the theme. Additionally, students are

encouraged to research and write a brief analysis of how the themes in "The

Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" have been adapted in modern literature or

media. This assignment reinforces comprehension and critical thinking skills while

encouraging independent exploration of literary themes.

Conclusion



Summary

The ESL lesson plan on "The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" delved into

the exploration of duality, morality, and human nature through engaging activities

such as character analysis, journal reflections, roleplay debates, and audio analysis.

These activities provided students with a deeper understanding of the novella's

themes while enhancing their language skills.

Reflection

Students are encouraged to reflect on how the themes and language elements

explored in this lesson can be applied to their language development. By analyzing

complex literary concepts and engaging in language-rich activities, students can

strengthen their vocabulary, comprehension, and critical thinking abilities,

ultimately advancing their overall language proficiency.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

Engaging Literary Themes

The ESL lesson plan on "The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" is an excellent

topic for ESL learning due to its engaging literary themes. The exploration of

duality, morality, and human nature provides a rich context for language

development and critical thinking.

Language Enrichment



This topic offers ample opportunities for vocabulary building, comprehension

exercises, and language analysis, making it an ideal choice for enhancing language

skills in an immersive and thought-provoking manner.

Cultural Understanding

By delving into this classic novella, students can gain insights into English literature

and culture, broadening their understanding of literary traditions while honing their

language proficiency.


