Introduction

The Sun Also Rises ESL Lesson Plan introduces students to the classic novel by
Ernest Hemingway, offering a rich learning experience that combines language
skills with literary exploration. This lesson plan aims to improve students' English
language proficiency through engaging activities and discussions centered around
the themes, characters, and plot of the novel. By delving into this captivating story,
students can enhance their vocabulary, reading comprehension, and critical
thinking skills while gaining insight into the cultural and historical context of the
1920s.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab
Vocab Definition
Lost A term coined by Gertrude Stein to describe the generation of people who

Generation came of age during World War |, characterized by disillusionment and a
sense of moral loss.
Bullfiahtin The traditional Spanish spectacle involving a matador and a bull, often
g g seen as a symbol of courage and masculinity.
Expatriate A person who lives outside their native country, often due to political or
P economic reasons.
. . A social group of wealthy and fashionable people who frequented cafes,
Café Society particularly in Paris during the 1920s.
A literary character who exhibits traits such as courage, honor, and
endurance in the face of hardship, often reflecting Hemingway's own
values.

Hemingway
Code Hero



Contextual Usage

1. The characters in The Sun Also Rises are often seen as representative of the Lost
Generation, struggling to find meaning in a post-war world.

2. The novel features vivid descriptions of bullfighting, highlighting its cultural
significance in Spain.

3. Jake Barnes is an expatriate living in Paris, grappling with the aftermath of war
and personal relationships.

4. The story unfolds within the vibrant Café Society of Paris, portraying the
lifestyle and dynamics of the era.

5. Hemingway's protagonist exemplifies the traits of a Hemingway Code Hero
through his stoic demeanor and resilience amidst adversity.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the lesson on The Sun Also Rises, start with a captivating warm-up
activity. Begin by displaying images of 1920s Parisian cafes, bullfighting arenas, and
war-torn landscapes to evoke the setting of the novel. Encourage students to
describe what they see using adjectives related to emotions, atmosphere, and
characters. This will not only set the tone for the lesson but also activate their prior
knowledge and spark their curiosity about the historical and cultural context of the
story. Additionally, you can play a short audio clip of traditional Spanish music to
immerse students in the ambiance of the novel's setting while introducing them to
relevant vocabulary and expressions.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Lost Generation Discussion

Begin by introducing the concept of the "Lost Generation" and its relevance to the
novel. Provide students with a list of adjectives commonly associated with this



term, such as disillusioned, aimless, and restless. In pairs, students discuss how
these adjectives reflect the characters in The Sun Also Rises. Encourage them to
support their observations with specific examples from the text.

Listening Exercise: Hemingway's Writing Style
Analysis

Play an audio excerpt of a passage from The Sun Also Rises, focusing on
Hemingway's distinctive writing style characterized by simplicity and
understatement. In groups, have students analyze the passage and identify key
themes and emotions conveyed through the author's choice of words. Each group
presents their findings, fostering a deeper understanding of Hemingway's literary
techniques.

Roleplay: Café Society Dialogue

Assign each student a character from the novel or a typical member of the 1920s
Parisian "Café Society." In pairs or small groups, students engage in roleplay
conversations set in a Parisian café, employing vocabulary and expressions relevant
to the era. This activity encourages creativity and language use within a historical
context.

Reading and Writing: Character Analysis Essay

After reading a specific chapter or section of the novel, instruct students to choose
a character and write a brief essay analyzing their traits, motivations, and
relationships with other characters. Encourage them to incorporate quotes from the
text to support their analysis. Following this individual task, facilitate a class
discussion where students can share their insights and interpretations.

ESL Homework Assignment



1. Write a journal entry from the perspective of one of the characters in The Sun
Also Rises, reflecting on a significant event or theme from the novel. Encourage
students to delve into the character's emotions and thoughts, using descriptive
language to convey their inner turmoil or aspirations.

2. Research and prepare a short presentation on the historical and cultural context
of 1920s Paris, focusing on aspects such as the "Lost Generation," café society, and
bullfighting culture. Students should incorporate visuals and key vocabulary from
the lesson to enhance their presentation.

3. Compose a short creative piece inspired by Hemingway's writing style, capturing
a moment of tension or introspection using concise and impactful language.
Encourage students to emulate Hemingway's minimalist approach while conveying
depth of emotion.

These assignments aim to reinforce students' understanding of the novel's themes,
characters, and historical backdrop while providing opportunities for creative
expression and independent research.

Conclusion

Key Points Summary

Throughout this ESL lesson plan on The Sun Also Rises, students have explored the
themes of the "Lost Generation," the cultural backdrop of 1920s Paris, and the
unique writing style of Ernest Hemingway. They have engaged in activities that
deepened their understanding of vocabulary, listening skills, roleplay, and critical
analysis of the text.

Reflection and Application

As students reflect on this lesson, they can recognize how it has expanded their
language skills by immersing them in a rich literary and historical context. The
exploration of Hemingway's writing style and the vivid portrayal of post-war



disillusionment not only enhances their English language proficiency but also
fosters critical thinking and cultural awareness. By applying these insights to their
language development, students can refine their expressive abilities and gain a
deeper appreciation for literature as a tool for language learning.

Why this topic is great for ESL
learning

The Sun Also Rises ESL Lesson Plan is an excellent topic for ESL learning due to its
numerous benefits for language development.

Cultural and Historical Context

Exploring the novel allows students to delve into the cultural and historical context
of the 1920s, particularly in Paris. This exposure to different time periods and
settings broadens their understanding of diverse cultures, enhances their cultural
awareness, and expands their vocabulary related to specific historical events and
societal norms.

Literary Analysis

Studying The Sun Also Rises provides an opportunity for students to engage in
literary analysis. They can analyze Hemingway's writing style, identify themes,
dissect character motivations, and explore symbolism. These activities foster
critical thinking skills, encourage deeper comprehension of complex texts, and
improve reading and analytical abilities.

Vocabulary Expansion

The novel introduces students to a wide range of vocabulary related to various
topics such as bullfighting, café society, war experiences, relationships, and



emotions. By encountering these terms in context and engaging in vocabulary-
building activities, students can expand their lexicon while improving their ability to
use new words accurately.

Language Skills Integration

The Sun Also Rises ESL Lesson Plan integrates multiple language skills such as
reading, writing, listening, speaking, and critical thinking. Through activities like
roleplay dialogues or character analysis essays, students have opportunities to
practice these skills in a meaningful way that reinforces their overall language
development.

By incorporating The Sun Also Rises into ESL lessons, educators can create an
engaging learning experience that not only enhances language proficiency but also
fosters cultural understanding and critical thinking abilities.



