
Introduction

The Tale of Genji is a classic piece of Japanese literature that provides a rich and

engaging opportunity for ESL students to explore Japanese culture, history, and

language. This ESL lesson plan aims to introduce students to the themes,

characters, and cultural significance of The Tale of Genji while enhancing their

English language skills. By delving into this timeless tale, students can improve

their vocabulary, reading comprehension, and writing abilities while gaining

valuable insights into Japanese society. This lesson plan offers a unique and

immersive way for ESL learners to expand their language proficiency while

exploring a captivating piece of world literature.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Heian Period
The period in Japanese history from 794 to 1185, known for its flourishing

arts and literature.

Courtier A member of a royal or noble court, often involved in politics and diplomacy.

Emaki Japanese illustrated narrative scrolls, often depicting tales and stories.

Noblewoman A woman belonging to the nobility or upper social class.

Imperial

Court

The residence of an emperor, as well as the associated government and

administrative system.

Contextual Usage



1. During the Heian Period, art and literature flourished, leading to the creation of

many masterpieces.

2. The courtier advised the king on matters of diplomacy and state affairs.

3. The emaki depicted scenes from The Tale of Genji in beautifully illustrated

scrolls.

4. The noblewoman was known for her grace and elegance at the imperial court.

5. The imperial court was a place of great influence and power during that era.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To set the tone for the lesson on The Tale of Genji, begin with a captivating warm-up

activity. Create a scenario where students are transported back to the Heian period

in Japan. Ask them to imagine themselves as courtiers or noblewomen at the

imperial court. Encourage them to use language elements such as formal greetings,

polite expressions, and descriptions of traditional clothing and customs. This

immersive activity will not only capture students' attention but also provide a

glimpse into the cultural context of The Tale of Genji, preparing them for the

upcoming lesson.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Word Scramble

Divide the class into small groups and provide each group with a set of vocabulary

words related to The Tale of Genji. The words can include "Heian Period," "Courtier,"

"Emaki," "Noblewoman," and "Imperial Court." Give the students a few minutes to

unscramble the words and match them with their definitions. Encourage group

discussions to decipher the meanings, promoting collaboration and understanding

of the key terms.



Listening Activity: Story Retelling

Play an audio excerpt or read aloud a passage from The Tale of Genji. Then, ask the

students to work in pairs to retell the story in their own words. This activity not only

enhances listening skills but also encourages students to summarize and

comprehend the narrative, fostering language retention and expression.

Roleplay Activity: Courtly Etiquette

Assign roles such as courtiers, noblewomen, or members of the imperial court to

different students. Have them engage in a roleplay scenario set in the Heian period,

where they must use formal language and observe courtly etiquette. This hands-on

exercise allows students to embody characters from The Tale of Genji, promoting

language practice within a cultural context.

Reading and Writing Activity: Character

Analysis

Provide excerpts featuring different characters from The Tale of Genji and ask

students to analyze their traits, motivations, and relationships. Then, have them

write short narratives or dialogues imagining interactions between these

characters. This activity encourages critical thinking, creative writing, and a deeper

understanding of character dynamics within the story.

ESL Homework Assignment

1. Write a Reflection: Ask students to write a reflection on the cultural and linguistic

aspects of The Tale of Genji. Encourage them to express their thoughts on how the

story relates to Japanese history and society, as well as its impact on their language

learning journey.

2. Vocabulary Expansion: Assign students to research and compile a list of

additional vocabulary related to the Heian period or Japanese court culture. They



can create flashcards or a word bank with definitions and contextual usage,

expanding their knowledge beyond the lesson's key terms.

3. Creative Writing: Task students with crafting a short story set in the Heian period,

incorporating elements inspired by The Tale of Genji. This assignment allows them

to apply their understanding of the historical context and language while fostering

creativity in their writing.

By engaging in these homework tasks, students can reinforce their comprehension

of The Tale of Genji while further developing their language skills and cultural

awareness.

Conclusion

Key Points Summary

Throughout this ESL lesson plan on The Tale of Genji, students have delved into the

rich cultural and linguistic elements of this classic Japanese literary work. They have

explored vocabulary related to the Heian period, engaged in listening activities,

roleplayed courtly scenarios, and analyzed characters from the story. These

activities have provided a comprehensive understanding of both the narrative and

its cultural context.

Reflection and Application

As students reflect on their learning journey with The Tale of Genji, they can

recognize how exposure to diverse cultural narratives enhances their language

development. By immersing themselves in the language and customs of historical

Japan, they not only expand their vocabulary but also gain insights into different

societal norms and communication styles. This experience fosters a deeper

appreciation for world literature while strengthening their language skills in a

meaningful context.



Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

Cultural Immersion

The Tale of Genji offers ESL learners a unique opportunity to immerse themselves in

the cultural and historical context of Japan, providing a deeper understanding of the

language within a rich literary tradition.

Language Enrichment

Studying The Tale of Genji allows students to expand their vocabulary, comprehend

complex sentence structures, and explore formal and polite language usage,

enhancing their overall language proficiency.

Critical Thinking

Engaging with the themes and characters in The Tale of Genji encourages students

to think critically, analyze cultural nuances, and express their interpretations

effectively, fostering valuable cognitive skills.


