
Introduction

The Very Busy Spider ESL Lesson Plan introduces young learners to the world of

animals and their sounds through the classic children's book "The Very Busy Spider"

by Eric Carle. This lesson plan aims to engage students in language learning by

using the story as a springboard for vocabulary building, listening, and reading

activities. By exploring the theme of animals and their sounds, students will not

only enhance their language skills but also develop an appreciation for nature. The

interactive nature of the lesson plan encourages active participation and fosters a

love for learning English in a fun and engaging way.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Spider An eight-legged arachnid that spins webs to catch prey.

Web A structure created by a spider from silk threads, used for catching insects.

Farm Animals Animals commonly found on a farm, such as cows, pigs, and chickens.

Sounds Auditory sensations produced by animals or objects.

Busy Actively occupied or engaged in various activities.

Contextual Usage

1. The spider carefully spun its web between the branches of the tree.



2. The children heard the sounds of cows mooing and chickens clucking on the

farm.

3. The busy bee buzzed around the garden collecting nectar from flowers.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the lesson, start with an interactive activity where students mimic the

sounds of different animals. Use picture cards or illustrations of animals from the

story, such as a cow, pig, duck, and spider. Encourage students to make the sounds

each animal makes while showing them the corresponding picture. For example, for

a cow, students can say "moo," for a pig, they can say "oink," and for a spider, they

can hiss or make a clicking sound. This activity not only captures students'

attention but also introduces them to the vocabulary and sounds related to farm

animals and insects, setting the tone for the upcoming lesson on "The Very Busy

Spider."

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Animal Sounds

Start by showing pictures of different animals from the story and ask the students

to identify each animal. Then, play audio clips or make the sounds of these animals

and have the students guess which animal is making each sound. This activity

reinforces vocabulary related to farm animals and their sounds.

Listening Activity: Story Retelling

Divide the class into small groups and have each group listen to a segment of "The

Very Busy Spider" story. After listening, ask each group to retell their segment to



the rest of the class. This encourages active listening and speaking skills while also

promoting teamwork and collaboration.

Roleplay Activity: Farm Animal Charades

Write down the names of different farm animals on separate pieces of paper and

put them in a hat. Have students take turns picking a piece of paper and acting out

the animal without making any sounds. The rest of the class can guess which

animal is being portrayed, using vocabulary from the lesson.

Reading and Writing Activity: Create a Mini-

Book

Provide students with materials to create their own mini-book based on "The Very

Busy Spider." They can write a short summary of the story, draw pictures, and even

add speech bubbles for the animal sounds. This hands-on activity promotes reading

comprehension, writing skills, and creativity.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students can be tasked with creating their own short story or comic

strip featuring a spider and other animals. They should incorporate the vocabulary

and sounds learned in class. This assignment reinforces the lesson content while

encouraging creativity and independent thinking. Students can present their stories

or comics in the next class for a fun sharing session.

Conclusion

Summary



Throughout this lesson, students engaged with the story of "The Very Busy Spider"

and explored vocabulary related to animals and their sounds. They participated in

various activities that enhanced their listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills

while having fun with the theme of farm animals and insects.

Reflection

As you reflect on this lesson, think about how learning animal vocabulary and

sounds can help you communicate better in English. Consider how the activities we

did today can be applied to real-life situations, such as describing animals or

imitating their sounds in conversations. Embracing these language elements will

not only enrich your language development but also make learning English an

enjoyable experience.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

Engaging Theme

The topic of "The Very Busy Spider" is a great choice for ESL learning as it

introduces students to the world of animals and their sounds, which are universally

captivating and engaging for young learners. This theme provides an exciting and

relatable context for language acquisition.

Multifaceted Learning

The lesson plan offers a multifaceted approach to language learning, incorporating

vocabulary building, listening, speaking, reading, and writing activities. This variety



allows students to engage with the language in different ways, catering to diverse

learning styles.

Creativity and Imagination

By exploring the story of "The Very Busy Spider," students are encouraged to use

their creativity and imagination to interact with the content. This fosters a love for

storytelling and language expression while developing linguistic skills.


