Introduction

The Vicar of Wakefield ESL Lesson Plan introduces students to the classic novel by
Oliver Goldsmith, providing an opportunity to explore English literature while
enhancing language skills. This lesson plan aims to engage students in reading,
comprehension, and vocabulary building through the captivating story of the vicar
and his family. The timeless themes and rich language of the novel offer a valuable
learning experience for ESL students, allowing them to delve into the nuances of
English language and culture.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab
Vocab Definition
Vicar A minister in the Anglican Church

Wakefield The setting of the novel, a town in England
Fortune A large amount of money or assets
Deception The act of deceiving someone by concealing or misrepresenting the truth

Principles concerning the distinction between right and wrong or good and bad

Morality behavior

Contextual Usage

1. The vicar was a kind-hearted man who dedicated his life to serving as a vicar in
the small town of Wakefield.



2. The family's fortune took a turn for the worse, leading them to face financial
struggles.

3. The novel is filled with instances of deception, where characters hide their true
intentions from others.

4. The vicar's strong sense of morality guided his actions and decisions
throughout the story.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the lesson on The Vicar of Wakefield, start with a role-play activity where
students take on the roles of different characters from the novel. Assign each
student a character and encourage them to introduce themselves as if they were
that character, using language and mannerisms appropriate to the setting of the
story. This will not only capture students' attention but also immerse them in the
world of the novel, setting the tone for an engaging and interactive learning
experience.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Word Exploration

In this activity, provide students with a list of key vocabulary words from the novel.
Have them work in pairs to research the definitions and usage of each word, and
then present their findings to the class. Encourage discussions on how these words
are used in different contexts.

Reading and Writing: Character Analysis

Assign each student a character from The Vicar of Wakefield. Instruct them to write
a short monologue or diary entry from the perspective of that character, expressing



their thoughts and feelings about a specific event in the story. Afterward, students
can take turns sharing their writing with the class, allowing for group discussions on
the characters' perspectives.

Listening Comprehension: Audio Excerpt
Analysis

Play an audio excerpt from The Vicar of Wakefield for the students. Then, provide
them with a set of comprehension questions related to the excerpt. Students can
work in pairs to discuss and answer the questions before sharing their responses
with the class.

Roleplay: Moral Dilemma Scenarios

Create moral dilemma scenarios based on situations from the novel. Divide the
class into small groups and assign each group a scenario to act out. Afterward,
facilitate a discussion on how each group approached the moral dilemma and relate
it back to themes in The Vicar of Wakefield.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are tasked with writing a short reflective essay on the
moral dilemmas presented in The Vicar of Wakefield. They should choose one
specific moral dilemma from the novel and analyze how it reflects the characters'
values and societal norms. Encourage them to express their own opinions on the
dilemma and relate it to real-life situations. This assignment reinforces the lesson
content by encouraging critical thinking and language expression.

Conclusion



Summary

Throughout this lesson, students delved into the world of The Vicar of Wakefield,
exploring themes of morality, deception, and societal values. They engaged in
vocabulary building, reading and writing activities, and discussions that deepened
their understanding of the novel and the English language.

Reflection

As students reflect on this lesson, they can consider how the moral dilemmas and
character perspectives in The Vicar of Wakefield have broadened their language
skills. Encourage them to think about how analyzing complex themes in literature
can enhance their language development and critical thinking abilities.

Why this topic is great for ESL
learning

The Vicar of Wakefield ESL Lesson Plan is an excellent topic for ESL learning due to
its rich language, engaging storyline, and exploration of moral dilemmas.

Language Enrichment

The novel offers a wide range of vocabulary and expressions that can expand
students' language skills. Through reading and discussing the text, students can
enhance their vocabulary, comprehension, and fluency in English.

Cultural Understanding

The Vicar of Wakefield provides insights into English culture and societal norms
during the 18th century. By exploring the characters' values and behaviors,



students can gain a deeper understanding of cultural differences and historical
contexts.

Critical Thinking

The moral dilemmas presented in the novel encourage students to think critically
about ethical choices and consequences. This promotes analytical thinking skills
and encourages students to express their own opinions while considering different
perspectives.

Literary Appreciation

Introducing classic literature like The Vicar of Wakefield exposes students to
timeless storytelling techniques and literary devices. It fosters an appreciation for
literature as an art form while improving reading comprehension and interpretation
skills.

Overall, The Vicar of Wakefield ESL Lesson Plan offers a comprehensive learning
experience that combines language development, cultural understanding, critical
thinking, and literary appreciation.



