Introduction

The Things Fall Apart ESL Lesson Plan is designed to introduce students to the rich
culture and history of Nigeria through Chinua Achebe's renowned novel. This lesson
plan aims to engage students in discussions about colonialism, cultural traditions,
and societal changes, while also improving their English language skills. By
exploring the themes and characters in Things Fall Apart, students can enhance
their vocabulary, reading comprehension, and critical thinking abilities. This ESL
lesson plan provides a unique opportunity for students to delve into thought-
provoking topics while honing their language proficiency.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

The policy or practice of acquiring full or partial political control over another

Colonialism country, occupying it with settlers, and exploiting it economically.

The transmission of customs or beliefs from generation to generation, or the

Tradition fact of being passed on in this way.
Clan A group of close-knit and interrelated families.
A priest or priestess acting as a medium through whom advice or prophecy
Oracle , . s
was sought from the gods in classical antiquity.
Proverbs A short pithy saying in general use, stating a general truth or piece of advice.

Contextual Usage



1. Colonialism: The novel explores the impact of colonialism on the Igbo society
and its traditions.

2. Tradition: The protagonist struggles to maintain his cultural traditions amidst
the influence of colonial rule.

3. Clan: The story revolves around the dynamics and conflicts within Okonkwo's
clan.

4. Oracle: The oracle's prophecies play a significant role in shaping the characters'
decisions.

5. Proverbs: Achebe incorporates Igbo proverbs to convey cultural wisdom and
values throughout the narrative.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To set the tone for the Things Fall Apart ESL lesson, start with a captivating warm-
up activity. Begin by introducing students to some key Igbo words and phrases used
in the novel. Provide them with the English translations and encourage them to
practice pronouncing these words. Following this, engage the students in a brief
discussion about their understanding of traditional customs and how these might
differ from their own cultural experiences. This will help create an immersive
environment and pique students' interest in the upcoming lesson.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Igbo Words Exploration

Begin by providing students with a list of Igbo words and their English translations.
Encourage them to work in pairs to create sentences using these words. Afterward,
facilitate a group discussion where each pair shares their sentences, promoting an
understanding of the vocabulary in context.



Listening Exercise: Cultural Music Appreciation

Play traditional Igbo music for the class and ask students to pay attention to the
rhythm and instruments used. Then, have them discuss in pairs how the music
makes them feel and what cultural elements they think are reflected in the music.
This activity encourages active listening and cultural appreciation.

Roleplay: Cultural Customs Reenactment

Assign students different roles from the novel and have them act out a scene that
depicts an important cultural custom or tradition. This hands-on exercise allows
students to embody the characters and gain a deeper understanding of the cultural
practices portrayed in Things Fall Apart.

Reading and Writing: Character Analysis

Ask students to choose a character from the novel and write a journal entry from
that character's perspective. Afterward, have them share their entries with a
partner, followed by a group discussion on how each character's viewpoint
contributes to the overall narrative. This activity enhances reading comprehension
and encourages critical thinking.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are tasked with researching and presenting on a specific
aspect of Igbo culture, such as traditional ceremonies, religious practices, or social
structure. They are encouraged to incorporate their findings into a short
presentation or a written report, reinforcing the cultural themes explored in Things
Fall Apart. This assignment aims to deepen students' understanding of the novel's
cultural context and enhance their research and presentation skills.



Conclusion

Key Points Summary

Throughout this ESL lesson plan on Things Fall Apart, students have delved into the
themes of colonialism, cultural traditions, and societal changes. They have
expanded their vocabulary, improved reading comprehension, and engaged in
activities that fostered critical thinking and cultural appreciation.

Reflection and Application

As students reflect on this lesson, they can consider how their understanding of
complex themes in literature contributes to their language development. By
exploring the cultural context of the novel, students have gained insights that can
enrich their language skills and broaden their worldview. Understanding diverse
perspectives and cultural nuances is essential for effective language acquisition
and communication.

Why this topic is great for ESL
learning

The Things Fall Apart ESL Lesson Plan offers numerous benefits for English language
learners. Here's why this topic is ideal for ESL learning:

1. Cultural Exploration: By studying Things Fall Apart, students are exposed to the
rich cultural heritage of Nigeria and the Igbo people. This exposure helps broaden
their understanding of different cultures and promotes cultural sensitivity.

2. Language Development: The novel provides ample opportunities for vocabulary
expansion, as students encounter new words and expressions related to
colonialism, traditions, and societal changes. Engaging in discussions and activities
centered around the novel enhances reading comprehension, listening skills, and



oral communication.

3. Critical Thinking Skills: Exploring the complex themes in Things Fall Apart
encourages students to think critically about historical events, societal norms, and
cultural practices. They develop analytical skills by examining characters'
motivations and actions within the context of the story.

4. Global Perspective: Studying literature from diverse cultures fosters a global
perspective among ESL learners. It helps them understand different perspectives,
challenges stereotypes, and promotes empathy towards people from various
backgrounds.

5. Personal Reflection: The themes in Things Fall Apart prompt students to reflect on
their own cultural identities and values. This self-reflection encourages personal
growth and self-awareness while fostering respect for others' beliefs and traditions.
Overall, the Things Fall Apart ESL Lesson Plan provides a comprehensive learning
experience that combines language development with cultural exploration, critical
thinking skills, and global awareness - making it an excellent topic for ESL learning.



