
Introduction

The subject of "Tuesdays with Morrie Lesson Plans" is a poignant and thought-

provoking topic for ESL learners. This lesson plan is designed to explore the themes,

characters, and life lessons from the renowned book "Tuesdays with Morrie" by

Mitch Albom. The story revolves around the profound conversations between a

former student and his dying professor, delving into themes of life, death, love, and

the human experience. Through this lesson plan, students will not only enhance

their language skills but also engage in meaningful discussions about universal

human experiences, fostering empathy and critical thinking.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Mortality The state of being subject to death.

Compassion Sympathetic pity and concern for the sufferings or misfortunes of others.

Legacy Something handed down from an ancestor or predecessor.

Regret
A feeling of sadness, repentance, or disappointment over something that has

happened or been done.

Philosophy The study of the fundamental nature of knowledge, reality, and existence.

Contextual Usage

1. The novel explores the theme of **mortality** through Morrie's reflections on



his impending death.

2. Mitch learns valuable lessons about **compassion** as he cares for Morrie

during his final days.

3. Morrie's teachings leave a lasting **legacy** in Mitch's life, shaping his

perspective on relationships and priorities.

4. Both characters express **regret** over missed opportunities and unfulfilled

dreams.

5. Morrie shares his profound **philosophy** on life, love, and forgiveness with

Mitch during their Tuesday meetings.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To set the tone for the "Tuesdays with Morrie" lesson, start with a warm-up activity

that encourages students to reflect on meaningful life lessons. Begin by displaying

thought-provoking quotes from the book and asking students to discuss their

interpretations in pairs or small groups. This activity not only introduces key

language elements but also prompts students to engage with the profound themes

of the novel, preparing them for in-depth discussions and language exploration.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Word Reflection

Encourage students to select key words from the novel that resonate with them. In

pairs, they can discuss the significance of these words in the context of the story

and their personal lives. This activity promotes vocabulary retention and

meaningful discussions.

Listening Exercise: Morrie's Teachings



Play an audio clip of Morrie's insightful teachings from the book. After listening,

students can engage in a group discussion, sharing their thoughts on Morrie's

wisdom and how it relates to their own experiences.

Roleplay: Tuesday Conversations

Divide the class into pairs, assigning each pair a specific topic discussed in the

book. Students can then roleplay a conversation between Mitch and Morrie,

expressing their thoughts and emotions based on the characters' perspectives.

Reading and Writing: Reflective Journaling

Assign students to write journal entries reflecting on a particular lesson or quote

from the book. Encourage them to express their thoughts, emotions, and personal

connections to the material. This activity fosters language skills while promoting

introspection and self-expression.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students can be tasked with writing a reflective essay on a specific

theme or lesson from "Tuesdays with Morrie." They should incorporate vocabulary

and concepts discussed in class, providing personal insights and connections to the

material. This assignment reinforces comprehension, language skills, and critical

thinking while encouraging students to engage deeply with the lesson content.

Conclusion

Key Points Summary



Throughout the "Tuesdays with Morrie" lesson, students delved into profound

themes such as mortality, compassion, legacy, regret, and philosophy. They

engaged in vocabulary building, reflective discussions, and activities that deepened

their understanding of the human experience as portrayed in the book.

Reflection and Application

As students reflect on the lessons learned from "Tuesdays with Morrie," they can

apply their insights to their language development by incorporating the vocabulary

and concepts into their daily communication. Furthermore, they can use the

reflective skills honed during this lesson to express themselves more effectively in

English, fostering both linguistic and personal growth.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

Engaging and Relevant Content

The "Tuesdays with Morrie" lesson plans provide ESL learners with engaging and

relevant content that goes beyond language acquisition. The themes explored in

the book, such as life, death, love, and the human experience, resonate with

learners on a deeper level, fostering meaningful discussions and personal

connections.

Critical Thinking and Reflection

By delving into the profound conversations between Mitch and Morrie, ESL students

are encouraged to think critically and reflect on their own beliefs, values, and



experiences. This promotes higher-order thinking skills and enhances their ability to

express themselves in English.

Cultural Understanding

Through the exploration of "Tuesdays with Morrie," ESL learners gain insights into

Western culture and societal norms. They develop a broader understanding of

different perspectives, empathy for others, and an appreciation for diverse cultures.

Vocabulary Expansion

The lesson plans offer ample opportunities for vocabulary expansion. Students

encounter new words related to life lessons, emotions, relationships, and

philosophical concepts. This exposure to rich vocabulary enhances their language

skills and enables them to express themselves more effectively.

Real-Life Application

The lessons learned from "Tuesdays with Morrie" can be applied to students'

everyday lives. The book's emphasis on compassion, self-reflection, and personal

growth provides valuable life lessons that go beyond language learning. Students

can apply these principles in their interactions with others and in their own personal

development.

Overall, the "Tuesdays with Morrie" lesson plans offer a unique blend of language

learning opportunities combined with profound themes that engage ESL students

on multiple levels.


