
Introduction

The Verb To Be is a fundamental aspect of English grammar, making it an essential

topic for ESL learners to grasp. This lesson plan aims to provide students with a

solid understanding of how to use the verb "to be" in various contexts, including its

different forms and applications. Mastering this concept is crucial for building a

strong foundation in English language skills, as it is used extensively in both spoken

and written communication. By delving into this lesson, students will gain

confidence in constructing basic sentences and expressing themselves effectively

in English.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

To Be The verb 'to be' is used to describe states, feelings, and characteristics.

Am The first person singular form of the verb 'to be'.

Is The third person singular form of the verb 'to be'.

Are
The second person singular and plural, and first and third person plural forms of

the verb 'to be'.

Was/Were
'Was' is used for the first and third person singular, while 'were' is used for the

second person singular and all three persons in the plural.

Contextual Usage



- To Be: She is happy.

- Am: I am a teacher.

- Is: He is tall.

- Are: You are smart. They are students.

- Was/Were: I was at home. They were at the park.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the lesson on the verb "to be," start with a fun activity called "Guess

Who?" Prepare flashcards with pictures of famous individuals or fictional characters

and distribute them to the students. Each student should take turns describing the

person on their card using the correct form of the verb "to be" without revealing the

identity. For example, "He is a famous basketball player" or "She was a princess in a

Disney movie." This activity not only encourages students to practice using the

verb "to be" but also sparks their curiosity and creativity as they guess who each

character is based on the descriptions provided.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Verb To Be Charades

Divide the class into two teams. Write down various sentences using the verb "to

be" on separate pieces of paper and place them in a bowl. One student from each

team will pick a sentence and act it out without speaking while their team guesses

the sentence using the correct form of "to be." This activity encourages students to

think on their feet and reinforces their understanding of the verb "to be."

Listening Exercise: Fill in the Blanks



Prepare a short dialogue or narrative that includes several instances of the verb "to

be." Remove these instances from the text and create a worksheet with blanks for

students to fill in with the appropriate form of "to be" as they listen to the passage

being read aloud. Afterward, discuss as a class to ensure comprehension.

Roleplay: Daily Routines

In pairs, students will roleplay typical daily routines using the verb "to be." One

student will act as an interviewer asking about the other student's daily activities,

while the other responds using appropriate forms of "to be." This activity allows for

natural language practice and fosters interactive learning.

Reading and Writing: Create Your Own

Dialogue

Provide students with a scenario or prompt, such as ordering food at a restaurant or

introducing themselves to someone new. In pairs, students will write and perform a

short dialogue incorporating various forms of "to be." This exercise promotes

creativity, writing skills, and speaking practice.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are tasked with creating a short story or dialogue that

incorporates the use of the verb "to be" in different forms. This assignment

encourages students to apply what they have learned in a creative context,

reinforcing their understanding of the verb "to be" and its various applications in

English language usage. Additionally, students are encouraged to review their notes

and practice forming sentences using "to be" in both spoken and written exercises.

Conclusion



Summary

In conclusion, this lesson plan has provided a comprehensive understanding of the

verb "to be" and its various forms. Students have learned how to use "am," "is,"

"are," "was," and "were" in different contexts, enabling them to construct basic

sentences and express themselves effectively in English.

Reflection

As students reflect on this lesson, they can recognize the significance of the verb

"to be" in everyday communication. Understanding how to use this fundamental

verb is crucial for their language development as it forms the basis for expressing

identity, characteristics, and states of being. By mastering the usage of "to be,"

students can enhance their overall language proficiency and confidently engage in

English conversations and writing.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

The Verb To Be Lesson Plan is an essential topic for ESL learning as it forms the

building blocks of English grammar. Understanding how to use the verb "to be" is

crucial for students to form coherent and meaningful sentences, enabling them to

express themselves accurately in both spoken and written English. Mastering this

fundamental aspect of grammar lays a strong foundation for further language

development, making it an indispensable topic in ESL education.


