Introduction

The Where the Red Fern Grows ESL Lesson Plan is designed to engage students in a
classic piece of literature while enhancing their English language skills. This lesson
plan focuses on vocabulary building, reading comprehension, and critical thinking.
By exploring the themes and characters in the novel, students will not only improve
their language proficiency but also develop empathy and cultural understanding.
"Where the Red Fern Grows" provides a rich context for language learning, allowing
students to delve into the emotional depth of the story while expanding their
English language abilities.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

coon hunt A hunting expedition to track and capture raccoons.

holler A small, sheltered valley.
overalls Loose-fitting trousers with a bib, typically worn over other clothes for protection.
prowl To move around stealthily, especially in search of prey.

sycamore A type of tree with distinctive mottled bark and large leaves.

Contextual Usage

1. The boys went on a coon hunt in the woods to catch some raccoons for their



dogs.

2. The sound of Billy's voice echoed through the holler as he called for his dogs.
3. Grandpa wore his old overalls while working in the garden.

4. The wild animals would prowl around the outskirts of the farm at night.

5. The sycamore tree stood tall and majestic near the riverbank.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To set the tone for the Where the Red Fern Grows ESL Lesson Plan, start with a
warm-up activity that encourages students to discuss their experiences with pets or
animals. Ask them to share stories about their favorite animals or pets they have
had in the past. This will not only engage the students but also introduce them to
the theme of loyalty and companionship, which are central to the novel. Encourage
the use of descriptive language and emotions in their storytelling to align with the
emotional depth of the book.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Word Association

To reinforce the vocabulary from the novel, divide the class into small groups and
provide each group with a list of key terms from "Where the Red Fern Grows."
Instruct them to brainstorm related words, phrases, or concepts associated with
each term. Encourage discussions within the groups to explore different
interpretations and meanings. Afterward, each group can present their associations
to the class, promoting collaborative learning and expanding their understanding of
the vocabulary.

Listening Activity: Character Dialogue



Select a pivotal scene from the book and create a script based on the dialogue
between characters. Divide the students into pairs and assign each pair a character
role. Have them read and act out their assigned dialogue, focusing on tone,
emotions, and context. This activity not only improves listening skills but also allows
students to delve deeper into character analysis and comprehension.

Reading and Writing Activity: Letter Writing

Ask students to imagine themselves as one of the characters from "Where the Red
Fern Grows" and write a letter to another character expressing their thoughts and
emotions about a specific event in the story. This activity encourages creative
writing, critical thinking, and empathy as students step into the shoes of the
characters. After completing their letters, they can share and discuss their
perspectives in pairs or small groups.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are tasked with writing a short reflective essay on the
themes of loyalty and friendship as depicted in "Where the Red Fern Grows." They
should provide examples from the text to support their reflections. Additionally,
students are encouraged to research and write about real-life stories of animal
companionship or loyalty, connecting the novel's themes to their own experiences
or observations. This assignment reinforces the lesson content while promoting
critical thinking and language expression.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the Where the Red Fern Grows ESL Lesson Plan has provided students
with an opportunity to engage with a classic piece of literature while enhancing
their English language skills. Throughout the lesson, students have explored key
vocabulary related to the novel, participated in engaging warm-up activities, and
completed various activities that focused on different language elements such as



listening, reading, writing, and roleplay. By delving into the themes of loyalty and
companionship in the story, students have not only improved their language
proficiency but also developed empathy and cultural understanding.

Reflecting on this lesson, students can consider how their language development
has been enhanced through their engagement with the novel. They can think about
how they have expanded their vocabulary, improved their listening and reading
comprehension skills, and honed their ability to express themselves through writing
and roleplay. The lessons learned from "Where the Red Fern Grows" can be applied
to other areas of language development as well, encouraging students to explore
different genres of literature and connect them to their own experiences.

Overall, this ESL lesson plan has provided a valuable opportunity for students to
develop both their language skills and their understanding of important themes in
literature. It has fostered a love for reading while promoting critical thinking and
communication abilities that will benefit them in their language learning journey.

Why this topic is great for ESL
learning

Engaging and Relevant Content

The Where the Red Fern Grows ESL Lesson Plan offers a captivating and relevant
topic for ESL learning. The novel's themes of loyalty, friendship, and perseverance
resonate with students of all ages, making it an engaging choice for language
development. By connecting with the emotional depth of the story, students are
more likely to be motivated and invested in their language learning journey.

Cultural Understanding

Exploring literature from different cultures is an excellent way to promote cultural
understanding among ESL learners. Where the Red Fern Grows provides a glimpse
into rural American life and introduces students to the values and traditions of that
setting. Through discussions about the characters' experiences and choices,



students can gain insights into different perspectives and broaden their cultural
awareness.

Language Skills Enhancement

The Where the Red Fern Grows ESL Lesson Plan offers ample opportunities for
vocabulary building, reading comprehension, listening skills development, and
creative writing. By engaging with the novel's rich language and descriptive
passages, students can expand their vocabulary repertoire while improving their
overall language proficiency. The various activities included in this lesson plan cater
to different learning styles and provide a well-rounded approach to language skill
enhancement.

Promoting Critical Thinking

Analyzing literature requires critical thinking skills such as inference-making,
drawing conclusions, and evaluating character motivations. The Where the Red Fern
Grows ESL Lesson Plan encourages students to think deeply about the story's
themes, characters, and events. This promotes higher-order thinking skills that are
essential for academic success and overall cognitive development.

In conclusion, the Where the Red Fern Grows ESL Lesson Plan is an excellent choice
for ESL learning due to its engaging content, cultural relevance, language skill
enhancement opportunities, and promotion of critical thinking abilities. By
incorporating this novel into their lessons, teachers can create a dynamic learning
environment that fosters both language development and personal growth.



