
Introduction

The Wuthering Heights ESL Lesson Plan introduces students to the classic novel by

Emily Bronte, providing an opportunity to explore English literature while improving

language skills. This lesson plan aims to engage students in discussions about

themes, characters, and plot points from the novel, enhancing their vocabulary and

reading comprehension. By delving into the world of Wuthering Heights, students

can develop a deeper understanding of English language and culture, making this

lesson plan both educational and culturally enriching.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Heath
An area of open uncultivated land, especially in Britain, with characteristic

vegetation of heather, gorse, and coarse grasses.

Gothic

Novel
A type of fiction that combines elements of horror and romance.

Cottage A small simple house, typically one near a lake or beach.

Moor An expanse of open rolling infertile land.

Estate
A large area of land in the country that is owned by a family or an organization

and is often used for growing crops or raising animals.

Contextual Usage



1. The characters often roam the heath in search of solitude and reflection.

2. Wuthering Heights is a classic example of a gothic novel with its eerie setting

and intense emotions.

3. The cottage on the moor provided a sense of isolation for the characters in the

story.

4. The estate was vast, with sprawling fields and grand buildings dotting the

landscape.

5. The moor was depicted as a desolate and windswept place in the novel.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To set the tone for the Wuthering Heights ESL lesson, start with a captivating

activity. Begin by displaying images of the English moors and countryside,

prompting students to describe what they see using adjectives and sensory

language. Encourage them to express their emotions and associations with the

images, fostering a sense of connection to the setting of Wuthering Heights. This

activity not only engages students but also introduces them to the atmospheric

elements of the novel, preparing them for deeper exploration.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Descriptive Language

Begin by providing students with a list of descriptive words commonly used to

depict the setting and characters in Wuthering Heights. Have them work in pairs to

create sentences using these words, emphasizing the mood and atmosphere of the

novel. Encourage group discussions to share and compare their descriptive

sentences, fostering a deeper understanding of the vocabulary in context.

Listening Exercise: Audio Excerpts



Play selected audio excerpts from Wuthering Heights, focusing on key dialogues or

descriptive passages. Ask students to listen carefully and note down any unfamiliar

words or phrases. Follow up with a group discussion to decipher the meaning of

these terms based on the context provided in the audio.

Roleplay: Character Interactions

Assign each student a character from Wuthering Heights and have them engage in

roleplay conversations based on interactions from the novel. This activity

encourages students to embody the language and emotions of their assigned

characters, promoting language fluency and comprehension through hands-on

engagement.

Reading and Writing: Letter Writing

Task students with writing letters from one character to another, expressing their

thoughts and emotions as if they were living in the world of Wuthering Heights. This

exercise not only reinforces reading comprehension but also enhances writing skills

by encouraging students to adopt different perspectives and tones within their

letters.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are tasked with writing a short creative piece set in the

moors or countryside, incorporating the descriptive language and atmospheric

elements discussed in class. This assignment reinforces vocabulary and writing

skills while encouraging students to immerse themselves in the thematic essence of

Wuthering Heights. Additionally, students can be assigned to research and present

on the historical context of the novel, further enriching their understanding of the

setting and time period.



Conclusion

Summary

Throughout this Wuthering Heights ESL lesson plan, students delved into the

atmospheric world of the novel, exploring descriptive language, character

interactions, and historical context. They engaged in activities that enhanced their

vocabulary, listening skills, and comprehension while immersing themselves in the

evocative setting of the moors.

Reflection

As students reflect on this lesson, they can consider how the descriptive language

and thematic elements of Wuthering Heights contribute to their language

development. By analyzing the characters' dialogues and interactions, students can

gain insights into English language usage and storytelling techniques. This deeper

understanding can be applied to their own language development, enriching their

communication skills and literary appreciation.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

Wuthering Heights is an excellent topic for ESL learning due to its rich language,

captivating storyline, and cultural significance.

Language Enrichment

The novel's descriptive language and complex vocabulary provide ample

opportunities for ESL students to expand their linguistic skills. By exploring the



atmospheric setting and character interactions, students can enhance their

vocabulary, improve their reading comprehension, and develop a deeper

understanding of English language usage.

Cultural Exploration

Wuthering Heights offers a glimpse into English literature and culture. Through the

characters' experiences and the novel's historical context, students can gain

insights into societal norms, values, and traditions. This exposure to different

cultural perspectives fosters cross-cultural understanding and broadens students'

worldview.

Literary Analysis

Studying Wuthering Heights allows ESL students to engage in critical thinking and

literary analysis. They can analyze themes, character motivations, and narrative

techniques, honing their analytical skills while deepening their appreciation for

literature. This type of analysis encourages students to think critically about the

text and express their thoughts effectively in both oral and written forms.

Overall, the Wuthering Heights ESL Lesson Plan provides a comprehensive learning

experience that combines language development with cultural exploration and

literary analysis. It offers a unique opportunity for ESL students to engage with

classic literature while enhancing their language skills in an immersive and

meaningful way.


